THE 15TH

HAVANA

INTERNATIONAL
STUDY TOUR AND CHARRETTE
MARCH 8-13, 2020
STUDY TOUR—MARCH 8-10, 2020

Introducing Havana’s History, Architecture, and Urbanism
An Introduction to the History, Architecture, and Urbanism of
Havana, a UNESCO World Heritage Site

PLANNING & DESIGN CHARRETTE—MARCH 11-13, 2020
The Bay of Havana Area

Based on Classical Planning Principles, the Charrette will continue the
100-Year Plan process that has been ongoing for Havana since 2007

Please Note: The International Study Tour & the International Charrette are separate events within the same week

For more information and registration please contact Professor Julio Cesar Perez Hernandez at: jcaesar2010@gmail.com
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INTERNATIONAL STUDY TOUR
MARCH 8-10, 2020

Day 0. Arrival.
Day 1. Sunday, March 8, 2020.
Morning Walking Tour of Old Havana.
9.00 am-12.30 pm. Meeting at Plaza de Armas. 9.00 am
Lunch on your own
Afternoon. Walking Tour of ‘The Walls’ district. Meeting at the Parque Central
Evening. Free
Day 2. Monday, March 9, 2020.
Walking Tour of El Vedado. 9.00 am-12.30 pm. Meeting at University of Havana
Lunch on your own
Afternoon: Bus Tour of El Vedado. Meeting at Hotel Colina, El Vedado.
Evening. Free
Day 3. Tuesday, March 10, 2020.
Morning Bus Tour of Miramar. 9.00 am-12.30 pm.
Lunch: On your own at Paladar Vistamar by the sea
Afternoon: Free


The registration fee for the International Study Tour is $1,250.00 USD per participant or its
equivalent in other currencies (Euros, British Pounds Sterling, etc.)



Upon registration, participants receive an Official Letter of Invitation from INTBAU London
that will allow them to get a visa to travel legally to Cuba.



A Non-Refundable Deposit of $1,000.00 is required



INTBAU Cuba will reimburse 100% of the deposit and the other payments received if for any
reason the events are cancelled



To Register, please, contact Professor Julio Cesar Perez Hernandez at: jcaesar2010@gmail.com
For more information and registration please contact Professor Julio Cesar Perez Hernandez at: jcaesar2010@gmail.com
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The expert guide will be Cuban Professor Julio Cesar Perez Hernandez, currently Associate
Professor of the Practice at the School of Architecture of the University of Notre Dame. An
international lecturer, Perez Hernandez has been a guest speaker at many international conferences
and lectured widely about Cuban Architecture and Urbanism in the most prestigious institutions in
the US, Canada and Europe. Julio Cesar Perez Hernandez is the only Cuban Loeb Fellow in history
at Harvard University where he was selected the 2012 Wilbur Marvin Visiting Scholar. Professor
Perez Hernandez was Adjunct Professor at the School of Architecture in Havana (1998-2006) and is
the author of three major books: Inside Cuba (Taschen, 2006), Inside Havana (Taschen, 2011), and of A
Master Plan for 21st Century Havana (in development), a comprehensive urban plan for the future
development of Havana.
Professor Perez Hernandez is also the author of numerous articles published in professional journals.
His next two books on Cuban architecture and urban design will be published in 2020 by Trinity
University Press, San Antonio, Texas, USA. As the Founding President of both INTBAU and CEU
Cuba, Julio Cesar Perez has led the annual Havana International Charrette on Urban Planning and
Urban Design since 2007 as well as numerous International Study Tours for international institutions
and VIPs during the past 20 years. Professor Perez Hernandez is the founding principal and Creative
Director of Caesar Studio|Architects & Planners, a successful international practice ranging from
architecture to urban planning and design with a focus on excellence with projects in the United States,
Cuba, Spain, and Panama.

For more information and registration please contact Professor Julio Cesar Perez Hernandez at: jcaesar2010@gmail.com
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TRAVEL
This is a high-level educational trip. The Registration Fees are exclusively for the events. They do not
include airfare, accommodation nor meals. Upon registration, participants will receive an Official Letter
of Invitation from INTBAU London that will allow them to get a visa to travel legally to Cuba.
Visas.
Every international participant will need a visa to visit Cuba. INTBAU will
provide an Official Letter of Invitation that will allow US participants to get the visa to travel to Cuba
legally.
Airfare.
All participants are responsible for obtaining their visas and airfare from the
place they live to travel to Havana. This means that all participants must arrange their own trip. There
are direct flights from the US, Europe and Asia to Havana, Cuba.
Accommodation.
All participants are responsible for their accommodation either in hotels or
in a Casa Particular (rooms in private houses and apartments). Participants can be put in touch with
AirB&b owners in Havana, eventually, where former participants have stayed at in the past. These are
apartments with rooms who have their own private bathroom, air conditioning, etc. like a hotel
The Organizers.
This Study Tour is organized by INTBAU Cuba and CEU Cuba, who have
successfully organized and led similar events since 2007. Professor Julio César Pérez is the Chair of
both chapters C.E.U. & I.N.T.B.A.U. Cuba. You can contact him at jcaesar2010@gmail.com

DETAILED STUDY TOUR SCHEDULE
DAY 1. SUNDAY, MARCH 8, 2020.
Morning Walking Tour Old Havana. 900-12.30 pm. Meeting: Plaza de Armas. 8.45 am
Learn about the foundation of the city of Havana, its public spaces (a unique system of
interconnected pedestrian squares) and the wide range of architectural styles of buildings
around it. Learn also about historic preservation in Old Havana.
Visit the 4 oldest squares of the city and the most representative buildings around them:


Plaza de Armas.
16th Century. Learn about the settling of Havana by its sheltering harbor and the most ancient
bastion fortress preserved in America (the Renaissance’ style, Royal Force Castle), and its
architectural features.
The tour starts at The Templete (1819, Colonel Antonio Maria de la Torre), a commemorative
monument built where the first mass and the first town council were celebrated, that marks
the stylistic transition between Baroque and Neoclassical styles.

For more information and registration please contact Professor Julio Cesar Perez Hernandez at: jcaesar2010@gmail.com
©Julio Cesar Perez Hernandez 2019-2020

Learn about the urban transformation of the former Military Parade Ground into Havana’s
first civic center around 1776 and the palaces built around it. Walk along the oldest streets
Oficios and Mercaderes streets and visit some of the Moorish-style buildings on your way to
the Saint Francis of Assisi square.

Courtyard of Casa de la Obrapia, ca. 1665, Old Havana



Plaza de San Francisco de Asís.
Learn about the history and urban evolution of this square since the 17th Century and about
the 1735 Baroque-style Church and Convent of Saint Francis of Assisi with its tower
overlooking the square. Learn about the award winning 1908 Stock Exchange of Havana built
by Purdy & Henderson, the most prestigious US company working in Havana in only 16
months and also about the 1914 Custom House by US firm Barclay, Parsons and Klapp whose
first pier was renovated in 1996 for a cruise ship terminal.

Captaincy General, 1791



Church of Saint Francis of Assisi, 1735

Plaza Vieja.
Walk the square where the restoration process is best witnessed and learn about its subsequent
transformations since the 19th Century. Visit the 1735 Casa de Condes de Jaruco, with its
beautiful stained-glass windows and with its central inner courtyard surrounded by beautiful
arcades. Admire buildings of different styles from colonial to Art Nouveau.

For more information and registration please contact Professor Julio Cesar Perez Hernandez at: jcaesar2010@gmail.com
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Plaza Vieja.



Cathedral Square, Old Havana Photos: Caesar Studio Archives

Plaza de la Catedral.
Walk across the 18th Century square and visit the Cathedral of Havana, the greatest example
of Cuban Baroque-style, finished in 1777 while admiring the intimate scale of the square
contained by palaces with public porches and stone portals. Admire the building’ s courtyards,
their stained-glass windows and fine wrought iron railings: the 1725 Casa de Condes de
Bayona, the recently restored Casa del Marqués de Arcos and Casa del Conde de Lombillo
and the across the street 1751 Casa del Marqués de Aguas Claras.

Afternoon Walking Tour. ‘The Walls’2.00-5.00 pm. Meeting: Parque Central. 2.00 pm
Learn about the expansion of the city off the walls after they were torn down in 1863 and visit
the buildings whose bigger print and scale transformed the image of Havana forever together
with 1865 Ordinances. Depart from the statue of Jose Marti at the Parque Central by sculptor
Vilalta de Saavedra, once the very heart of Havana, redesigned in 1904 by Cuban architect
Eugenio Batista.
Learn about the buildings around it: the historical 1879 England hotel and the 1915 Great
Theater of Havana —former Centro Gallego — by Belgian architect Paul Belau and then,
across the park, the 1927 Centro Asturiano, designed by Spanish Architect Manuel del Busto
—currently the Fine Arts Museum.

Great Theater of Havana from the Capitolio gardens and interior. Paul Belau, 1915 National Capitol, 1929

Walk across the Capitolio gardens originally designed by French landscape designer J.C. N.
Forestier and admire the recently restored Capitol of Havana and also Forestier’s nearby Park
of Fraternity. See the 1927 Cuban Telephone Company by Cuban architect Leonardo Morales
as well as the famous Partagas Cigar Factory, a great example of mixed-use non-pollutant
industry within a residential block. Enjoy walking along the world wide famous 1929 Paseo
del Prado, one of the best open spaces in the world, redesigned by French landscape designer
J.C. N. Forestier and Cuban architect Raul Otero.
For more information and registration please contact Professor Julio Cesar Perez Hernandez at: jcaesar2010@gmail.com
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Admire the consistency of the buildings along the Paseo del Prado granted by the continuous
arcades such as the 1914 Casino Español by Catalonian architect Eugenio Dediot and the
across the street Neo-Moorish 1908 Seville Hotel, extended by US firm Schulze and Weaver
in 1923, whose roof garden affords panoramic views of Havana and served as inspiration for
the firm’s 1926 Biltmore Hotel in Miami. Visit the recently restored Sloppy Joe’s Bar, one of
Ernest Hemingway’s favorite, and the former Bacardi Headquarters Building from 1930 (the
Jewel of Art Déco in Cuba) and enjoy the beautiful design of its lobby and mezzanine bar.

The Paseo del Prado, 1929. JCN Forestier, Raoul Otero et al

DAY 2. MONDAY, MARCH 9, 2020
Walking Tour of El Vedado. 9.00-12.30 pm. Meeting: University of Havana 9.00 am
The Garden City of El Vedado, laid out by Spanish Engineer Luis Yboleon in 1859, marked
the birth of modern planning in Cuba together with The Walls district (1865). El Vedado’s
layout was based on a perfect grid with tree-lined avenues. Visit the University of Havana
campus (1906-40) laid out along a main axis flanked by a consistent group of Neoclassicalstyle buildings: the spatial sequence starts with a gradient provided by a monumental staircase
that leads to the ‘Alma Mater’ sculpture (1919, Mario Korbel) that precedes the 1921 Rectorate
by Enrique Martinez and Felix Cabarrocas and opens onto the central square flanked by the
Neoclassical style Law School (1927, Raul Otero & Raul Iglesias), the Art Deco-style Central
Library (1937, Joaquin Weiss) and the beautiful Science Building (1939, Pedro Martinez
Inclan), with its magnificent courtyard framed by a monumental Corinthian portico.

University of Havana, 1906-1940

Science Building, 1939. Pedro Martinez Inclan
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Enjoy the Art Déco and Streamline Modern style apartments influenced by South Beach in
Miami on your way to visit the former Hilton Hotel designed by California architectural firm
Welton Becket & Associates with Cuban architects Arroyo & Menendez in 1958 with its
colorful ceramic mural by artist Amelia Pelaez.
Admire the 1947 Radiocentro building designed by Junco, Gaston and Dominguez and the
world-famous Coppelia Ice Cream Parlor designed by late Cuban architect Mario Girona in
1966 as well as the 1953 Odontological Building and the 1958 Ministry of Public Health by
late Cuban architect Antonio Quintana Simonetti with their Brazilian-influenced brisoleils.

Coppelia Ice Cream, 1966. M.Girona

1953 Odontological Building & 1958 Ministry of Health. A. Quintana

Walk along La Rampa and see the 1963 Cuba Pavilion by Juan Campos and numerous mixeduse buildings and the 1956 FOCSA building, designed by Ernesto Gomez Sampera and Martin
Dominguez, considered the best reinforced concrete apartment building in the Americas and
learn about its negative urban impact, despite its excellent architectural design, and the historic.
Admire the historic 1930 National Hotel by McKim, Meade & White, the vista terminus of
21st Street.

National Hotel, 1930, McKim, Mead & White. Photos: Caesar Studio Archives

Lunch. 12.00-2.00 pm.
For more information and registration please contact Professor Julio Cesar Perez Hernandez at: jcaesar2010@gmail.com
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Afternoon Bus Tour of El Vedado. 2.00-5.00 pm. Meeting at Hotel Colina at 2.00 pm
Drive along the tree-lined avenues of Paseo and Avenue of the Presidents and see the 1957
Riviera Hotel, originally designed by Philip Johnson and financed by mobster Meyer Lansky.
From the bus, see the 1953 US Embassy in Havana by Harrison and Abramowitz, the
designers of the UN Headquarters in Manhattan.
Drive along the tree-lined Paseo Street to the appealing and unique 1926 Baro-Lasa mansion,
designed by Cuban firm Govantes & Cabarrocas with Art Déco interiors and exquisite glass
works by French designer René Lalique. Visit the 1927 French Renaissance style mansion of
the Countess of Revilla Camargo, designed by French architects Viard and Destugue, currently
the Museum of Decorative Arts.

Baro-Lasa mansion, 1926. Govantes & Cabarrocas

Revilla de Camargo house, 1927. Viard & Destugues

DAY 3. TUESDAY, MARCH 10, 2020
Morning Bus Tour of Miramar. 9.00-12.30 pm.
Learn about the US Influence in Havana’s urbanism and architecture. Visit the scale model of
Havana to get a comprehensive idea of the whole city and its historic development. From the
bus, see the 1949 Bauhaus-like house of Max Borges Jr. and Art Déco buildings, California
mission style residences, modern apartment buildings and former private clubs on our way to
the School of Plastic Arts within the campus of the world-famous Schools of Art of Havana
(1961-1965). From the bus, see the westernmost suburbs inspired by the City beautiful
movement from Frederick Law Olmstead with isolated villas from all periods located in ample
lots with huge gardens and eclectic and modern houses.
No-Host Lunch (on your own) at Paladar Vistamar
A private restaurant overlooking the ocean with an infinity pool
Afternoon: Free
For more information and registration please contact Professor Julio Cesar Perez Hernandez at: jcaesar2010@gmail.com
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THE 15TH HAVANA CHARRETTE
MARCH 11-13, 2020

The 15th Havana International Charrette will focus on the Bay of Havana Area and will build on the
previous work developed by INTBAU Cuba since 2007.
The Charrette invites the participation of individuals who share a respectful attitude to new
interventions in historical contexts, and who value the creation of places in which humans can reside,
work, and enjoy life. International developers, businessmen, architects, planners, artists and those
interested in Cuba, Havana, and cities in general are welcome to join Cuban experts and local
communities for a half-week Charrette from March 11-13, 2020.
This Charrette will develop proposals for the regeneration and development of the waterfront area of
the Bay of Havana based on Classic Planning concepts, principles and ideas. The Charrette will suit
both educational and professional purposes. Focusing on the waterfront area of the Bay of Havana, it
will introduce participants to Havana’s historical cultural heritage through engagement with urbanism
and close contact with its traditions and architecture.

For more information and registration please contact Professor Julio Cesar Perez Hernandez at: jcaesar2010@gmail.com
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REGISTRATION


The registration fee for the 15th Havana International Charrette is $1,250.00 USD per participant
or its equivalent in other currencies (Euros, British Pounds Sterling, etc.)



Upon registration, participants receive an Official Letter of Invitation from INTBAU London
that will allow them to get a visa to travel legally to Cuba.



A Non-Refundable Deposit of $1,000.00 is required



INTBAU Cuba will reimburse 100% of the deposit and the other payments received if for any
reason the events are cancelled.



To Register, please, contact Professor Julio Cesar Perez Hernandez at: jcaesar2010@gmail.com

CHARRETTE OBJECTIVES










Draft a classic planning 100-Year Master Plan for this part of Havana based on a holistic and
humanistic long-term vision and sustainable design principles
Test and evaluate the ideas of ¨A Master Plan for 21th Century Havana¨ for The Bay Area and
their feasibility and implementation based on the city´s current needs
Elaborate ideas for the development of the waterfront sectors of The Bay of Havana
Promote an integrated vision between the natural condition and the built environment
Promote and highlight the importance of a long-term vision for The Bay of Havana that
preserves its fabric and character and grants social and cultural diversity
Evaluate the benefits of the transformation of The Bay Area in economic and urban terms to
improve the quality of life of the inhabitants
Increase urban open space, housing and commerce along the waterfront sectors and evaluate
their impact at city level
Reshape the civic and urban landscape of The Bay Area and surrounding neighborhoods by
increasing the green areas and by exploring new mixed-use infill development
Interact with local experts about the building environment and business possibilities in Cuba

For more information and registration please contact Professor Julio Cesar Perez Hernandez at: jcaesar2010@gmail.com
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ACADEMIC PROGRAM
DAY 1. MARCH 11, 2020
Morning Session. 8.30-12.30 pm.
Introduction. Lectures and presentations. Work in teams
Lunch on your own. 12.30-1.30 pm.
Afternoon Session. 1.30-5.30 pm.
Studio Work. Preliminary ideas and proposals.

DAY 2. MARCH 12, 2020
Morning Session. 8.30-12.30 pm.
Studio Work. Review of preliminary ideas and proposals.
Lunch on your own. 12.30-1.30 pm.
Afternoon Session. 1.30-5.30 pm.
Studio work. Presentation of preliminary ideas. Pin-up

DAY 3. MARCH 13, 2020
Morning Session. 8.30-12.30 pm.
Studio Work. Refinement of proposals. Studio work to prepare final presentation
Lunch on your own. 12.30-1.30 pm.
Afternoon Session. 1.30-5.30 pm.
Complete studio work.
Final Presentation. Public Discussion. 5.30-7.30 pm
Introduction and Final Remarks: Professor Julio César Pérez Hernandez

VENUE
Sephardic Hebrew Center,
17th Street, corner of E Street
El Vedado, Havana

For more information and registration please contact Professor Julio Cesar Perez Hernandez at: jcaesar2010@gmail.com
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WHAT IS A CHARRETTE?
A Charrette is an especially intensive planning workshop where citizens, designers and others meet and
collaborate on a vision for development. Tt provides a forum for ideas and offers the unique advantage
of giving immediate feedback to the designers. More importantly, it allows everyone who participates
to be a mutual author of the plan through their personal contribution, ideas, and work as part of a
team. This charrette is designed for developers, investors, architects, planners and anyone with an
interest in understanding business in Cuba its history, traditions and culture. The previous charrettes
brought together participants from countries such as Argentina, Australia, Colombia, Cuba, UK, USA,
Canada, Norway, Sweden, Germany, Italy, Portugal, Spain, Slovakia, and Mexico.

ORGANIZATION
This Charrette is organized by INTBAU Cuba, who has successfully organized and led similar events
since 2007.

PARTICIPATING CUBAN EXPERTS





Prof. Arch. & Urban Planner Julio C. Pérez, Chair CEU & INTBAU Cuba. UNEAC
Architect & Urban Planner Joel Estevez, CEU, INTBAU
Architect & Urban Planner Esteban Martinez, CEU, INTBAU, UNEAC
Prof. Arch. Felicia Chateloin CEU, INTBAU

PRECEDING TOUR
The Charrette will be preceded by an International Study Tour (from March 8-11, 2020) led by
University of Notre Dame Professor Julio Cesar Perez Hernandez

ADDITIONAL BACKGROUND MATERIAL
http://www.cubanartnews.org/news/the-other-side-of-havana-harbor/6285

For more information and registration please contact Professor Julio Cesar Perez Hernandez at: jcaesar2010@gmail.com
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THE CHARRETTE SITE—
THE BAY OF HAVANA

Genius loci is a Roman concept. According to ancient Roman belief every “independent” being has its genius, its guardian spirit.
This spirit gives life to people and places, accompanies them from birth to death, and determines their character or essence.
Christian Norberg-Schulz: Genius Loci, Towards a Phenomenology of Architecture, page 18.

Introduction
Cuba is an archipelago located at the entrance of the Gulf of Mexico in the Caribbean Sea, formed by
the largest island commonly named Cuba —the biggest and also most populated in the Antilles and in
the Caribbean, ranking seventh in the world— and the Isle of Pines, second largest with 3,056 km2,
besides around 1600 keys and islets informing a total territory with an extension of 114, 524 Km 2.
The Straits of Florida to the North, the Caribbean Sea to the South, the Windward Passage to the East
and the Gulf of Mexico to the West, are the elongated and narrow Island of Cuba’s natural boundaries,
shaped like a sleeping alligator with the head located to the East in the province of Oriente.
Cuba accounts for 105 007 km2 itself being its total length 1, 250 kilometers from Cape San Antonio in
Pinar del Rio, the westernmost part of the country and Punta de Maisi, its easternmost tip.
Three hundred beautiful and white sandy beaches dot the 5,746 kilometers of Cuba’s coast and its
many keys, swaying palms turning them into idyllic vacation sceneries that draw lots of tourists all year
around, while 200 bays of different size allow for different maritime activities.
Christopher Columbus arrived at the port of Bariay, in the northern shore of Baracoa, Cuba, on
October 28th, 1492 and after kneeling, he wrote in his diary: “This is the loveliest land ever behold by
human eyes”.
For more information and registration please contact Professor Julio Cesar Perez Hernandez at: jcaesar2010@gmail.com
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New World Urbanism
The layout of the oldest cities and towns founded in America acknowledged the classical imprint in
their quest for order. From Santo Domingo in 1502 to the first seven Cuban settlements founded
between 1511 and 1515 by Don Diego Velazquez, the grid and the square were their urban design’s
major feature and the trademark of Hispanic American urbanism. But unlike Mexico and Peru, there
was no native urban structure at all upon the arrival of the Europeans.
Cuban cities rank among the first and oldest cities in Spanish America, and their primitive layout was
dictated mostly by the intuition and pragmatism of the Spanish settlers, who allocated them either by
the coast or near rivers to secure maritime access for the eventual exploration of new territories.
San Cristobal de La Habana, or Havana, a Caribbean Metropolis with a strong European character, is
the capital of Cuba. It is a city full of magic and poetry and a city with a spirit —Genius Loci— that
gives life to both the people and the place.
The city had a nomadic fate. Founded by Velazquez in 1514 near the Broa inlet, a muddy place off the
Gulf of Batabano, in the southern coast of Cuba, it relocated by the Almendares River’s mouth and
yet, once more, in 1519, to its definitive settlement by the bay.

The Bay of Havana
The Bay of Havana accounts for a coast perimeter of 18 km and 5.2 km2of body water with a total
area of 850 Ha (hectares) that represent the zones around it: Casablanca, Regla and Atares, all of them
with a great potential for future development and excellent views to the bay.
In the 16th Century, the Caribbean Basin had turned into a sort of an American Mediterranean, the
stage of a busy maritime trade and Havana’s key geographic location turned it into the gateway to
America and also into the most important naval hub among Spain’s colonies since the protected bay
allowed for a sheltering port, called Puerto de Carenas, where ships were careened.
The open space across the port became the plateau for the maneuvers of the troops —hence its name
Plaza de Armas— as well as the abode of transient transactions.
The harbor also defined Havana’s early cosmopolitan character as numerous newcomers —sailors,
artisans, warriors and all sort of travelers and adventurers settled, either temporarily or more
permanently, in the city —left their print and nurtured its spirit.
Ever since, it became Havana’s economic engine, and later, the site for the headquarters of the largest
shipbuilding industry in America.
Since 1558, the so-called Carrera de Indias —a back and forth set of trips from Havana to Seville—
defined Havana’s fate and renewed Spain’s interest in Cuba as its port officially allowed for the
gathering of the Spanish Fleet. By 1561, a royal decree officially allowing the gathering of the Spanish
Fleet into the harbor of Havana granted Havana the highest economic and geopolitical preeminence
but also turned it into the target of numerous attacks of Dutch, French and British pirates and corsairs.

For more information and registration please contact Professor Julio Cesar Perez Hernandez at: jcaesar2010@gmail.com
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French pirate Jacques de Sores harassed Havana in 1555 and destroyed the existing fortress known as
the Fort1(Bedoya 2008, p.52). This urged Spain to build a defensive system along the shoreline as
Spanish King Philip II commissioned the construction of The Royal Force Castle, a stone fortress laid
out by Spanish engineer Jeronimo Bustamante de Herrera per Renaissance canons of strict geometry,
perfect symmetry and classical order. It was built by Bartolome Sanchez and Francisco de Calona
between 1558 and 1577 using mostly coral stone from the shoreline.
Subsequent additions along the fortress’ perimeter, gave the building a C-shape plan opened eastward
to afford views to the bay creating a larger interior courtyard space upstairs, the most significant one a
bell tower atop one of the bastions crowned by a bronze weather vane in 1633 that represents a female
figure named La Giraldilla —alluding to La Giralda tower in the Seville cathedral in Spain— and pays
homage to Ines de Bobadilla, the lady governor. It was authored by Spanish sculptor Jeronimo Martin
Pinzon and it is considered the first sculpture in Cuba.
The Royal Force Castle, one of the symbols of Havana, and the residence of the Captain Generals
from 1590 to 1776, is the most ancient bastion fortress preserved in America.
Milanese Gianbattista Antonelli (1547-1616) was hired to build an ambitious defensive system along
Havana's coastline. A fortress was strategically built on each side of the entrance of the channel of the
bay to prevent enemy ships to come into the harbor: La Punta and El Morro. Together with the Royal
Force Castle, they created a defensive triangle meant to make Havana´s bay inexpugnable. The Castle
of San Salvador de la Punta, built on the flat northeastern tip of Old Havana between 1589 and 1600,
has a trapezoidal plan arranged around a central open space that was used for military parades and
training and supplied natural light and ventilation for the barracks, offices, and other outbuildings that
defined it while The Morro Castle, built between 1589 and 1630, has a polygonal plan perfectly adapted
For more information and registration please contact Professor Julio Cesar Perez Hernandez at: jcaesar2010@gmail.com
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to its hilly site, boasting a perfect integration between architecture and natural landscape. They’re both
heritage places and National Monuments
The 16th and 17th Century defensive structures built by European military engineers and artisans
became the beacons that firstly delineated the urban landscape of Havana together with the towers of
convents and churches built along the 17th and 18th centuries. They have endured and witnessed the
city´s evolution throughout the centuries2.
In 1982 Old Havana and its colonial fortresses were listed as a UNESCO World Heritage Site. Havana
is a city with vibrant street life, wonderful streetscapes and exemplary urbanism and architecture
inhabited by 2.1 million people.

SOURCES
1.
2.

Perez Hernandez, Julio Cesar. The Magic Landscapes and Urban design of Havana, unpublished.
Perez Hernandez, Julio Cesar. Fortified Landscapes Conference, Naples, Italy, 2019
http://www.cubanartnews.org/news/the-other-side-of-havana-harbor/6285
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