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Creating better places to live through
traditional building, architecture, and urbanism

Welcome to INTBAU USA’s inaugural newsletter. We are excited to share with you
news related to traditional building, architecture, and urbanism from across the
United States.
INTBAU is a global network with a mission to support and expand the global
community who design, make, maintain, study, and enjoy traditional buildings and
places. With 33 chapters spanning the globe, we are part of a diverse network of
makers, thinkers, and doers, each working within their unique local context and
culture, each dedicated to improving the built environment.
As INTBAU USA looks ahead to 2021, we will continue to connect you to the INTBAU
international network through our social media, website, and email while we begin
local programs in the US. This year we will formally organize INTBAU USA as a nonprofit corporation, develop new virtual programs to forge our community bonds,
launch in-person programs in the summer and fall of 2021, and build new
relationships to fulfill our mission of networking individuals and organizations
engaged in traditional building, architecture, and urbanism.
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We are eager for your involvement and ideas. Would you like to develop a program,
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host a lecture, start a local study club, join our book club, serve on our board, share
content on our blog, or all of the above? Please reach out to us today and let us know
how you would like to be involved. You can join INTBAU’s international network here.
Welcome!

INTBAU USA Chapter Updates
Reading Tradition: INTBAU USA launches book club
How many core texts on traditional and classical architecture, building, and
urbanism do you wish you could go back and study with a dedicated reading group?
Are there new books related to America’s built environment that you are eager to
read? If so, be sure to join our new book club.
Beginning in January of 2021, INTBAU USA book club members will select, read, and
discuss a book relevant to INTBAU’s mission to “support traditional building, the
maintenance of local character, and the creation of better places to live.” We will
meet virtually the fourth Thursday of every month at 6:00pm Mountain Time. Visit
our website to learn more or click here to join the book club.
INTBAU USA welcomes your involvement
Whether practitioner, educator, or aficionado of America’s built traditions, whether
preservationist conserving the past or architect designing the future, whether
cra ing earth, wood, stone, or metal, or laying out streets and squares forming a new
town, we are each part of a living tradition. INTBAU USA believes that we in the US
have a particular opportunity and responsibility to balance the powerful e ects of
globalization with a renewed emphasis on local heritage, culture, ecology, and
economy. We must revitalize our own communities, building on their natural and
cultural heritage.
INTBAU USA aims to support practitioners in the built environment: builders, trades
and cra speople, academics, educators, students, architects, town planners,
organizations, and a general public interested in implementing a holistic and more
humane vision of our built environment. As INTBAU USA looks forward to 2021, we
invite your interest and ideas. How can we help you? Are there local resources and
knowledge you can share with others through our network? Which problems are
most pressing in your built environment? What wisdom can traditional design bring
to the table? Email us today to get involved in changing the future.

INTBAU International Network Updates
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During the pandemic, INTBAU has developed a range of online o erings, chapters
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have launched new publications and educational initiatives. Here are a few
highlights:
INTBAU is collecting online virtual walking tours from our chapters around the
world, a perfect way to armchair travel while learning about diverse
placemaking traditions. Watch and learn how you can contribute here.
INTBAU, The Institute of Classical Architecture & Art, and The Prince’s
Foundation collaborate on ‘The Architecture of Place’ online talks, featuring
talented American architects, urbanists, and more, including Marianne Cusato,
Scott Merrill, Daniel Parolek. Watch the series online here.
INTBAU España launches a new annual Journal of Traditional Building,
Architecture and Urbanism. Its objective is to promote the creation of places
and buildings that are in harmony with the local culture and tradition and that
are respectful of the environment and its natural resources.
Want more? INTBAU’s Fall Series of talks are all online here and free for you to
watch, ranging from discussions about the creation of a new town in
Guatemala, Cayalá, to a networking session for earth building.

Highlights in Education
Universities, colleges, and institutions across America added new leadership, faculty,
programs, and resources related to the theory and contemporary practice of
traditional and Classical architecture, building, and urbanism including:
Michael Lykoudis, long-time dean at the University of Notre Dame School of
Architecture, stepped down. He was succeeded by architect, urbanist, and cofounder of the Congress of New Urbanism, Stefanos Polyzoides. It will be
exciting to see Notre Dame’s unique program in Classical and traditional
architecture and urbanism develop under Polyzoides’ leadership.
At Catholic University of America, where architect James C. McCrery II
pioneered the development of a classical program within the School of
Architecture and Planning, Mark Ferguson, renowned Classical architect and
former chair of the board of the Institute of Classical Architecture and Art, was
appointed dean.
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In Atchison, Kansas, Benedictine College’s pre-professional Bachelor of Arts in
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Architecture, which has a Classical curriculum, is being developed by Dr.
Christopher C. Miller and Associate Professor John P. Haigh.
At Utah Valley University a new Architecture Program has been developed with
a five-year, accredited, Bachelor of Architecture which “emphasizes education
in the classical and vernacular architecture.” It is being developed by architect
and professor Brandon Ro.
The University of Colorado Denver College of Architecture and Planning now
o ers, in conjunction with the Institute of Classical Architecture & Art, a
graduate certificate in classical studies.
In trades education, Dr. Stephen Hartley is the Construction Manager Program
Director at Williamson College of the Trades with its courses in masonry and
carpentry, which Dr. Hartley has streamed to architecture students at other
universities.
In Charleston, the American College of the Building Arts goes from strength to
strength educating the next generation of traditional cra speople, who learn
about classical architecture while studying their trades.
In our nation’s capital, the Smithsonian Center for Folklife & Cultural Heritage’s
Building Arts and Traditional Architecture project “helps sustain traditional
building cra s and supports new applications of traditional architecture across
the United States and around the world.”
And finally, at the Institute of Classical Architecture & Art, America’s flagship
institution in Classical architectural and art education, numerous courses have
been added online. Enjoy!

As part of INTBAU USA’s mission, we maintain a database of educational
opportunities in the US where students and professionals can learn about Classical
and traditional building, architecture, and urbanism. Visit our resources page
here and let us know of any programs we are missing.

Traditional Building News
Masonry is having its moment
To build traditionally is to build for the future, for the long term, not for the cycles of
warranty expiration dates or changing styles and attitudes. Rather, to build
traditionally is first and foremost to build in a manner that is durable, adaptable, and
beautiful.
Two very di erent projects are rising from the earth. Linked by their common cra of
load bearing, mass wall masonry construction, they each aim to last a millennium.
First, at Carlton Landing, Oklahoma, Clay Chapman is designing and building a
pocket park of houses using structural masonry and heavy timber framing, applying
his “1000 year house” goal to build “sustainable and beautiful homes that can be
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passed down for generations at a comparable price to conventional building.” Follow
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him here @1000YearHouse.

Similarly, using structural masonry, heavy timber framing, plaster, and their own
hands, the cloistered Carmelite nuns of the Carmel of Jesus, Mary, and Joseph in
Fairfield, Pennsylvania are raising a monastery to last the ages. Their aim is to
construct the monastery “using only the authentic materials and cra smanship of
our forefathers. Stone masonry, timber framing, slate, and plaster are used to
recreate the simple and humble style of our American heritage.” You can help them
from their Amazon wish list and you can follow along with this remarkable project
here on Facebook.
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Traditional Architecture News
New feature length documentary: Built Beautiful
“We need to understand, what are the ideas that support health and well-being,”
says architect Donald H. Ruggles in the new movie, Built Beautiful. This new feature
length documentary considers the theories in the book Beauty, Neuroscience &
Architecture by Donald H. Ruggles and examines the emerging field of neuroaesthetics. It will be available for distribution in Spring, 2021.
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Traditional Urbanism News
Urban Guild announces 2nd annual awards
The Urban Guild Awards are awarded annually to celebrate design excellence and
exploration. Awards are given in three categories: design excellence, design
exploration, and student work. The 2020 winners include Las Catalinas, Central Plaza
Building, Cobble Hill Residences, Escuelita Buganvilia, Park Van Ness, Prototype for
Manufactured Housing, Intsaba Children’s Village, and Tuckahoe Village Center. This
is a diverse range of projects recognized by the Urban Guild in 2020, showcasing
contemporary traditional urbanism and architecture. Interested in applying to join
the Urban Guild? Learn more here.

SAVE THE DATE: International INTBAU Conference in Norway
We are delighted to announce that the dates for the next INTBAU conference will be
June 26 - 29, 2021.
The next conference will celebrate the 20th anniversary of the creation of INTBAU.
The event will be located both in Oslo and at Ramme Farm, which is located by the
Oslofjord just north of Hvitsten in Vestby, Viken, Norway. The conference this coming
year will also be hosted by our Norwegian chapter. Alongside the talks there will also
be an exhibition entitled Traditional Architecture and Urbanism in Contemporary
Practice: A Global Renaissance.
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Web: www.intbauusa.org
Email: intbauus@gmail.com
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